Semi-technological with an acoustic heart
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From Brighton comes a keen creation of music and mettled observation known sim​ply as Frazier Chorus. Taking on life, living, and living rooms, founder Tim Freemen dis​cusses "Ray," the band's debut release on Charisma.
"The whole process of making a record is like giving birth," says Tim, founding member and vocalist of the band. "I've always had a very romantic notion of naming the albums as one would a baby. With Roy, the songs seem to cover the sky, clouds and heaven other atmo​spheres and things.
"Living in Brighton, one gets to see these ridiculous picture-perfect art scenes—tike the sun setting over the sea, mantra rays, sting rays, the rays of the sun,” explains Tim. “Our manager's name is Ray, so we figured if we named the album Ray, he'd put a lot of hard work into it. He's very happy to promote himself.”
Using these clever and devious tactics, Frazier Chorus are rapidly en route to success. Of course, the mere fact that the band has produced a brilliant follow-up to an equally brilliant debut offering might have something to do with the widespread excitement they’re starting to gener​ate. The sound of Frazier Chorus is a collision of
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unconventional orchestration with wry, witty lyrics and whispery vocals. They utilize key​boards and violins—not to mention the occa​sional flute and clarinet-—making their sounds an experience to behold and share.
"Our music never ceases to be semi-technological, but it does have an acoustic heart. Flutes and clarinets are very intimate instruments,” Tim assures. "You can actually hear the breath—it comes directly from you. It's not like touching a keyboard, which goes through a wire and makes a noise. This is far more human than that. It provides a little heart in what could have been harsh music.
One track for which Frazier Chorus has gotten quite a bit of flack is their amazingly subdued version of the Sex Pistols' “Anarchy In The U.K.”

"We did 'Anarchy' totally out of respect,” ex​plains Tim, "When we play it live we'll often get hell from some sixth generation punk rocker. It's always people who weren't even there of the time that are overly possessive about that song. They've got this idea of T-shirt imagery and the like."
With the release of ‘Nothing’ as their latest
single, Frazier Chorus continues the lyrical legacy
of left-of-center imagery and imagination This
follows the highly successful 'Cloud 8," which
stormed up the dance and alternative charts

both here and abroad. But what of the uncanny obsessions with household appliances (witness 'Dream Kitchen"), living rooms, and the like? Are Tim and the rest of Frazier Chorus doomed to be homebodies?
“I tend to choose subjects that are more every​day happenings-—things that happen to most of us. This gives you a very good "in" to most people's psyche by lodging your words into them.” Tim continues, “Besides, the cheapest way of entertaining myself was by kickin' it around the house. This became a world I could handle. It was a world I knew intimately due to my not going out so much. There are four outer walls and a roof to my project. I knew everything about this house, thus it was inevitable that it would be so dominant in my writing."
Perhaps by choice, perhaps by fate, Tim and the rest of Frazier Chorus have recently been forced from their homes to embark on a tour of the U.K., playing with the likes of the Cocteau Twins, Aztec Camera, and Electribe 101. Per​haps soon they’ll be here in the U.S. supporting Ray.
Until the live experience wanders this way, we'll just have to make do. Meanwhile, check out Ray and the weird and wonder-filled world of Frazier Chorus. You might even discover a bit  about life, living, and, yes, even, living rooms.
